CHAPTER    XXI WERE   THE   VICTORIANS   SNOBS>
Of all the charges that it is fashionable to level at the Victorians, there is none more constantly repeated than that of snobbery It is generally repeated in such a formTas to imply that snobbery was a special discovery of the Victorians, and something by which their age is conspicuously distinguished from our own If it were chic nowadays to thank God for anything, we should most of us be doing so, with especial fervency, on the ground that we are not snobs like our grandparents were
This is surely an indiscreet attitude Had the prosecution limited itself to saying, " the Victorians were snobs", it might at least have put up a plausible case It is always possible to fall back on Thackeray, though even this evidence cuts two ways, for it at least shows that, in the forties, one of the foremost writers of the time was able to stand up and denounce snobbery, in all its forms, in a magazine which owed its success to the fidelity with which it expressed middle-class opinion Indeed, so popular were Thackeray's " snob " articles in Pw#, that he was induced to keep the ball rolling long after it had lost its first and natural momentum, which accounts for The Book of Snobs rather outstaying the reader's interest la its latter stages
The difference, in this regard, between Thackeray's time and our own is best indicated by the fact that nowadays the magazines that cater for the middle class, instead of denouncing snobbery, devote their best energies to its mass production, on a scale that